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Spring is well and truly underway with lambings, calvings, caesareans and related cases keeping us busy both in

and out of hours. As always hygiene, colostrum and navel dipping ideally with an iodine-phenol combination
or NoBacz Navel is the best advice to keep your calves and lambs healthy this spring and going forwards. We

can blood test calves in house as a marker of colostrum provision.

Hygiene At Lambing Time

Risk of diseases such as joint ill, scours and watery mouth can be significantly
reduced with good hygiene- saving both time and lives at this busy time of year.
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Key hygiene points:

e Colostrum: supplying vital support to lambs, both nutritional and immunity
support with antibodies. By making sure that bottles, tubes, teats, mixing buckets
and any other equipment used in feeding lambs is cleaned and disinfected.

¢ Navel dipping: aim to dip the navel twice. Once just after birth and again 6hrs
later. This helps to dry and disinfect the navel quickly while adding a protective
barrier. Options for disinfectants for the naval
include iodine solution and Nobacz.

e Lambing Pens: making a clean and dry
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- Keeping water troughs clean and don’t use
them for washing hands.

- Isolate aborted ewes from others.

By adding a few steps into management of lambing
pens and feeding will help have a more productive
lambing.
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Dropping off Sheep abortions samples at the vets

¢ Place the aborted lamb/s and placenta (cleansings) in a bag (no leaks!).

* Phone the surgery to let us know you are bringing samples in and discuss the case with a vet.

e DO NOT COME INTO RECEPTION WITH THE SAMPLES. Each branch will have a designated area to leave them outside.

* The vet will process the samples to be sent to the lab.

» The aborted materials need to be collected afterwards to be disposed of by the farmer (or a disposal fee will be charged).

e Remember to wear gloves and wash your hands after handling any abortion materials.

¢ Follow strict biosecurity measures on farm to prevent disease spread

¢ Speak to your vet for advice.
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