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Tick-Borne Diseases in Northumberland
As we head into the warmer summer months, the tick 
season has arrived.  
The number of ticks has been increasing over the last few 
years and with it, the number of tick-borne diseases has 
also been on the rise.  Tick-borne diseases are transmitted 
to cattle and sheep when the tick bites the animal and 
begins to feed on the blood.  Here are a few tick-borne 
diseases to be aware of that we have started to see in 
cattle in Northumberland.

Babesiosis in Cattle
Recently, we have had our first case of Babesiosis, also 
known as Red Water, in Northumberland.  It is caused by 
the intracellular protozoal parasite Babesia which infects 
red blood cells and leads to their destruction.  Clinical signs 
in include weakness, lethargy, depression, high temperature (>41▫C), anaemia, jaundice and haemoglobinuria (red 
coloured urine).  Cattle may also have diarrhoea for 36 hours and then develop constipation.  Late-term pregnant cows 
may abort and bulls may be temporarily infertile due to the infection.
Infected cows can be treated with a single injection of imidocarb dipropionate under the skin.  This injection can 
also be used prophylactically as preventative treatment for other animals which may also have been exposed to 
the infection.  The majority of animals will recover from the infection with treatment and develop carrier status, 
maintaining immunity to reinfection.

Tick-borne Fever
Tick-borne fever is caused by the organism Anaplasma phagocytophilum, which infects the white blood cells of 
ruminants.  In sheep, the main clinical sign is a suddenly high temperature of around 40-42▫C whereas cows will 
usually become lethargic with a decrease in milk production and appetite and may develop a cough.  Both cows and 
sheep who are in late-term pregnancy usually have an abortion around 2-8 days after the onset of fever.  The fertility 
of infected bulls and rams can also be markedly affected.  Death, due to tick-borne fever is rare.  



Web: www.alnorthumbriavets.co.uk/farm

Don’t Forget to Use!
• Enzovax and Toxovax in sheep, for prevention and control of abortion.  Please get your orders in as soon as you are able, to help ensure 

the vaccine is ready when needed.  These must be given at least 4 and 3 weeks pre-tupping respectively.

• Fly prevention - Clik Extra, Clikzin, Crovect, Dysect sheep pour-ons for blowfly etc. and Swish or Deltanil/Dectospot for cattle to reduce fly 
worry and other fly related problems such as summer mastitis.

• Boluses and injections to prevent trace element deficiencies.

• Huskvac in cattle for lungworm control.

Refer a Friend—receive up to £250 credit on your account!
This month we are reintroducing the refer a friend scheme,  If you are a registered client with Alnorthumbria 
farm Vets and, through your recommendation a friend registers there livestock with us, you can receive up to 
£250 credit on your account.
As passionate, dedicated farm vets covering the North East of England with an experienced, knowledgeable 
team of vets offering a comprehensive service and competitive prices, our aim is to work with you to improve 
your herd and flocks performance and achieve the aims of your system.

Terms:
• You must be a registered client with Alnorthumbria Farm Vets 
• Credit will be added at the point of the ‘Referred Friend’ receiving their first invoice from us, the credit amount 

will vary according to the spend of the referred friend, with a guaranteed minimum of £50 being added
• Simply ask your friend to state your account name when they sign up with us!

Ram Vasectomies
Vasectomised/ teaser tups can be used to help 
tighten lambing periods or to bring lambing a 
little earlier.  
The procedure should ideally be done at least 8 
weeks before intended use.  It is recommended 
to have 1 teaser per 50-100 ewes.  
The teaser tups should be introduced 5 and half 
months before desired start of lambing and left 
for 14 days before swapping to stock tup.  As the 
number of ewes  coming cycling together will 
be higher it is recommended that the stock tup 
be fertility tested and put at a ration of 1:20-30.  
Give us a call to get your tup vasectomies booked in!


